
 

THEME:  We continue with our Lenten theme and the five finger prayer.  I do 
hope your child has introduced it to you.  Please refer to the calendar.   
    All are welcome at St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic School where peace and 
justice meet. Working for peace is an everyday effort.  It involves a conscious 
effort to resolve conflicts without nasty words or violence.  It means talking, 
instead of screaming. Peace will not occur until we have put justice in place.  This 
means treating each other respectfully, accepting others regardless of our 
differences, and seeing that the needs of others are met.  
   The family project for this month is to attend a Holy Week service as a family.  
Draw a picture, make a collage, write a paragraph about Holy Week or your 
experience of Holy Week. 
 
HOLY WEEK:  Holy Week is March 16-23.  This is a holy week, when we 
remember the Last Supper that Jesus had with his disciples, his agony, passion and 
death on the cross and Jesus’ rising from the dead. If you do not have a church of 
your own you are welcome at St. Clare.  Our services are:  Holy Thursday:7:30 
pm. Good Friday: 12:00 Stations of the Cross; Liturgy, 1:30 pm. Holy Saturday 
evening: 8:00 pm. Easter Sunday Mass: 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am. 
    We prayed, fasted, and gave alms for all the days of Lent.  We need to now 
celebrate the 50 days of Easter! 
 
SAINTS OF MARCH:  Because of the timing of Easter this year, several feasts 
get displaced, but they are still important:  St. Patrick, whether or not you are Irish, 
is March 17th.  St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus, a simple carpenter, is 
celebrated this year on March 15th.   The Annunciation, the day the Angel Gabriel 
asked Mary to be the mother of Jesus, will be celebrated on Monday, March 31st. 
 
DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE:  Calling all dads, grandfathers, uncles, good 
friend to bring your daughter, granddaughter, niece, or St. Clare girlfriend to the 
Daddy-Daughter Dance on Saturday, March 1st from 6:30-9:30 in the Church 
Social Hall. Dance the night away with your favorite girl. 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION :  Our Catholic students in the third and fourth grade 
will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on the evening of March 4th for 4th  
graders and on March 6th  for the 3rd graders. Pray for them as they take this next 
step in the practice of their faith.    
 

AUCTION:  It has finally arrived so…Get in the 
Game, be involved in the auction, March 8th. $42 
March 1-7; $48 at the door.  The auction –and the 
action-begins at 6:00 pm. 
 



REGISTRATION FOR 2008-2009: Registration packets were distributed the middle of February.  
Please take time to look over the forms.  If you have any issues that need to be addressed concerning 
registration, please call me to talk about them. If you will not be returning, I would appreciate knowing 
that also.  So that I/we can begin to plan for next year, I would appreciate having the registrations in by 
April 1st.  
 
RUMORS: There are rumors out there that St. Clare School is closing. Not true.  There are rumors that 
we will have combined grades. Not true.   
 
FACTS:   

· We are a strong Catholic school with dedicated teachers and parents. 
· Our mission is to be a Gospel presence in our diverse community and to provide opportunities to 

develop each child’s God given talents. We are definitely trying to live this mission statement. 
· We had 33 families visit us for open house.  90% of them heard about St. Clare from you, thus 

stressing the strong need to speak positively about our school. 
· With those we know who are moving away from the area and those who have unpaid tuition it is 

predicted that we will need to downsize to possibly one room per grade. 
· No family will be allowed to register until all tuition has been paid.    
· The School Commission has not had a chance to meet to discuss classroom limits.  
· Once these have been set and approved by the Finance Commission, late registrations may have to 

be placed on a waiting list.  
· The Finance Commission will need to meet to approve the budget based on our registration 

numbers. 
 
CONCERNS: As a Catholic/Christian School, we should be striving to be like Jesus in our thoughts, 
words and actions.  We should model this for our children.  Therefore, I am reminding you that gossip 
and rumors have no place in our school.  If you have concerns they should be directed toward the person 
involved.  Please contact the teacher, coach, or principal to discuss your issues or problems.  Problems 
between children should not cause hard feelings between parents. If your child complains about the same 
condition over a period of time, please call the teacher and have the situation checked into.  No problem 
can be corrected unless one knows that a problem exists. 
 Also, I remind you, to remain a viable Catholic/Christian School, you, the parents have to speak 
positively about the school.  To “put down” or berate other parents, teachers or the administration in front 
of your child, other children or other parents is un- Christian and “out of line.”  You not only hurt yourself 
when you engage in this negative behavior, you hurt the school and the person you are speaking about. 
You also harm your child because it puts negative thoughts into his/her head when in most cases they 
were not there before. 
 
FACTS TUITION:  On March 11th someone will be here from FACTS to explain the tuition collection 
program that we will use next year.  If you have any questions he will be here from 7:30-9:00 AM. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  If you are a participating member of a Catholic 
Church, you received a packet of information about a scholarship program offered by the Archdiocese of 
Detroit.  You are responsible for applying for the scholarship.  It is due by April 1. Do not wait until the 
last minute to fill this out because quite a bit of information is needed.    
 
 
 
 



GRANT AND AID APPLICATION:  Enclosed in this packet is a Grant & Aid Application from 
FACTS Tuition Company for every family.  This information will be used to evaluate your need for 
financial aid for the 2008/2009 school year if scholarship money becomes available.  You can apply for 
this by a paper application or an online application.  Applications are due by May 30th. 
 
PRAYERS: Your prayers are requested for the following and their families. 

 Mrs. Pawlowski.  Her mother, Anna Paglia, died on February 13th.  
   Mr. Bill Ridella whose father died last month. 
 Mr. Tim Kramer whose mother died last month. 
 Mrs. Katrina Davis whose father was killed in an automobile accident this past week. 
 
EASTER VACATION:  Easter vacation begins after classes on the 19th and will resume on Monday, 
March 31.Have a safe and holy time celebrating Easter. 
 
DOGS: I know manly of you are pet lovers. Great.  We do have some children who are allergic or afraid 
of dogs.  Could we compromise?  If you bring a pet with you to pick up your child, please go to the bench 
between the buildings.  The Mack dismissal door will be “pet free.” Thanks.  
   
CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to our 5-6 forensics team. They placed 5th in the tournament at 
Star of the Sea two weeks ago.  Participating in forensics is hard work for the individual, but it provides 
wonderful communication skills to develop. 
 Congratulations to Nathan Santoscoy who won the essay contest sponsored by the Louisa St. Clair 
Chapter NSDAR of Grosse Pointe. 
 Congratulations to Hannah Robar and Patrick Thomas who had their letters to the editor published 
in the Grosse Pointe News. 
 Congratulations to Isaac Piepszowski who won a James R. and Jeanette Fikany Book Scholarship. 
        Congratulations to Seven eighth graders,  Hannah Robar, Nathan Santoscoy, Stephanie Marji, 
Elizabeth Jenkins, Taylor Barrow, Bianca Miranda, and Ella Stanley who will have their poems published 
in the Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans which will come out this spring.  Congratulations to 
these promising young poets! 
 Congratulations to all the St. Clare basketball teams who played hard all season and to those teams 
who won their division: 5 boys coached by Jim Williams; 5 girls and coach Kelly Cullen; 6 girls coached 
by Bob Conway; 7 girls and coach Mary Baginski; and 7 boys coached by Mike Shapiro. 
    
BOOK FAIR:  The Scholastic Book Fair will be at St. Clare School March 3-6. It will be open from 6:00-
8:00 PM Monday evening, March 3 for parents and children to look and purchase.  It will be open on 
March 4, 5 and 6 during the day from 8:30-4:00. 
 
READ ACROSS AMERICA: On Monday, March 3rd all of the classes will participate in Read Across 
America.  Beginning at 12:30 and continuing through the afternoon, many activities are planned to 
encourage reading. Your child needs a towel to sit on and his/her favorite book to read.   
 
THANK YOU:   

· To parents who helped with the Catholic Schools Week activities.  
· To the PTO for the wonderful luncheon for teachers and staff. 
· Thanks to families who work together on our family projects. 
· To those who supported the forensics team. 
· To those who have planned the Daddy-Daughter Dance. 

 



FREE PRESS THANK YOU: A big thank you to the Detroit Free Press for its donation of about 35 
used computers for our computer lab. The computers have more memory and greater processing speed, 
which allowed us to upgrade our operating system to Windows XP, and will give us the ability to use 
more up-to-date programs.  Thanks to Deb Scola and Mike Elrick who helped to make this possible. 
 
PLANNING AHEAD:  
  Godspell presentation on April 10,11 and 12.  
  April 18 ½ day, teacher in-service 
  First Communion:  1:30 on Sunday, April 20th.  
  April 21st: No school 
  Confirmation: 1:30 on Sunday, April 27th. 
 
BONANZA:   The St. Clare Parish Bonanza tickets went on Sale February 3rd.  They are $50 each.  Only 
1800 are sold.  Each week there are winners of $1000, $500, $250 and $250.  The grand bonanza drawing 
is June 1st with the #1 prize of $10,000 and other prizes of $2500, $1000 and $500. Many of you have 
purchased these tickets in the past.  The proceeds benefit our educational programs.  They will be 
available in the office. 
 
GOOD BYE:  We are saying good-bye to the Victoria Schaeffner and her family.  They are moving to 
Colorado. Pray for a safe journey and a quick adjustment. 
 
WELCOME:   Welcome to Elliott Free, a 7th grader who joined St. Clare School the end of January.  
 
 
 


