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FAREWELL FROM THE 

PRESIDENT  

                
 

This is my last PTO Newsletter entry.   It 

has been a pleasure serving as an active 

member of PTO for the past 12 years.   It's 

been a remarkable journey, rewarding, and 

a wonderful learning experience.   I've had  

the pleasure of working along side the best 

planners, debaters and just some wonderful 

Moms and Dads of the St. Clare 

Community.  The staff (past and present) 

has been supportive and active  in all of our 

activities.   Sister Kathy has been 

wonderful, under standing,  supportive and a 

true guiding light.   Thank you! 

  

The baton will be passed off to Alisa 

Shannon as President, Gladys Clark as Vice 

President, Susie Hallam will stay on as 

Treasurer with Sonya Zakolski shadowing 

to take on the task as Treasurer f or the 

2011-2012 school year and last but not 

least, Dena Zurawski will stay on as 

Secretary.  

  

Thank you all for your support, ideas and 

encouragement.  Thank you to all who have 

chaired events to keep PTO thriving and 

making money for the enrichment of o ur 

children.   Thank you to all who have 

volunteered for the events.   Thank you all 

for your thoughts a prayers.  

  

Thank you to Erica Thrash -Sall for chairing 

the Mother -Son Event at CJ Barrymore's 

on Saturday, May 22, 2010.  

  

I look forward to one more PTO  event...The 

Ice Cream Social!!!   June 7th on the school 

grounds. 

 

Thank you Donna Schmitt and Suzanne 

Piepszowski for chairing the Ice Cream 

Social.  Pray for no rain, it worked last year 

  It rained all day until it was time for 

the Ice Cream Social, what a wonderful 

God we serve! 

  

The last PTO meeting/party will be held on 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 at 7PM in the 

faculty lounge.  

 

If you're interested in serving on a 

committee, being a grade representative or 

to just know what PTO is all about, come 

and join us.   

  

If you'd like to see your child's art work 

on next year's directory, please have them 

enter their drawing in the directory 

contest.   There will be a 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

winner.  All three winners will be published.  

  

Signing off,   Love, Hugs and Peace! 

Denise Crump 

PTO President  
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FAREWELL FROM PAULA 

MILLER  

                 
 

To all St. Clare families,  

 

 After a year of pondering and praying, I 

have decided to le ave my ministry at St. 

Clare.  I wanted to personally announce this 

news to you with whom I have served so 

intimately with over these past 19 years.    

 

We have weathered a lot together, you and 

me.  Weõve had some pretty glorious times, 

some amazing experiences and a lot of 

laughs.  I have helped you celebrate the 

tender moments when your kids made their 

First Communions and Confirmations.   We 

cried when we shared the sorrows of losing 

family members.   We worked together to 

make the faith come alive for our  children 

and families.    

 

I take with me years of great memories of 

Auctions, Field Days, Forensics 

competitions and School Masses.  So much 

of my life has been intertwined with yours, 

that it is difficult to imagine letting go.  

 

 This fall I begin my las t year in seminary.   

I have added on an additional component 

which is not a part of my academic 

requirements; it is a discernment process 

to help me sort out the direction my 

ministry will take after graduation.   I want 

to be open to any and all callings a nd feel 

that I have to be free to give that my 

undivided attention.  

 

I hope you all will be available to join me at 

our last 6 pm mass on June 13 th  where I 

will ask for your parting blessing.   We can 

yak over some punch and cookies 

afterwards.  

 

Thank you f or your prayers and 

understanding,  

 

Paula Miller  

Director of Religious Education  

 

 

 

2010 AUCTION SUPPORTERS  
 

                   
 

The success of our 2010 Auction includes 

everyone one of YOU - AND all of our local 

businesses and community organizations 

tha t provided support.   

 

PLEASE SHOW YOUR SUPPORT BY 

PATRONIZING THESE ENTITIES AS 

MUCH AS POSSIBLE.   Let them know 

youõre from St. Clare too!   

 

See the LONG list of supporters at the 

end of this newsletter.   
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BOOK COLLECTION CONTEST  

                       
 
Thank you to all the students, staff and 

families that made the book collection contest 

a success.  The contest began April 26 th  and 

ended May 14th .  In three weeks we collected 

6,352 books which puts us well on our way to 

having another successful used book sale. 

 

The first grade class was the winning class 

bringing in 1,272 books.   They will receive a 

jeans day and a treat. Sixth grade, fourth 

grade and third grade will receive a jeans day 

for bringing in over 1,000 books for each class.   

Great job and effort by everyone!  

 

Sonya Zakolski  

Coordinator  

 

 

BOX TOP WINNERS!!  

                         
January and February winners : 

3rd  place with 180 box tops, 5 th  grade  

2nd place with 231 box tops, 4 th  grade  

1st  place with 289 box tops, 7 th  grade  

  

The 7 th  graders won a Jeans today and can pick 

it with their teacher and Sister Kathy.  

  

 

March and April winners are : 

3rd  place with 318 box tops, 3 rd  grade 

2nd place with 320 box tops, 4 th  grade 

1st  place with 329 box tops, 6 th  grade 

  

The 6 th  graders win an ice c ream party (yum)!  

  

There will be one more collection the last week 

of May.   Please keep clipping and thanks for 

raising money for St. Clare  

 

Alexis Means  

Box Top Coordinator  

 

 

BOOK SORTING ð STARTS 

MAY 18TH  

                 
The kids contest is done - congratulations first 

grade!  Now it's time to really start sorting and 

boxing all those 6,000 + books.   Starting May 

18th we will have 2 regular book sorting times  -  

Tuesdays from 7 -9 pm and Thursdays from 7 -9 

pm.  We need your help to come out and sort all  

these books.    

 

If you have a couple of friends and would like 

to sort at a different time call Dan Santoscoy 

at 313.432.1113.  We would love to have an 

additional sorting night.   How about Wednesday 

nights?    That would be a great addition to our 

sorting  times right now.    

 

Hope to see you at book sorting.  

 

Dan Santoscoy 

Book Sale Chair 
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DIRECTORY COVER CONTEST  

               
 

Itõs that time of the year to enter the 

òDirectory Cover Contest.ó  Grades 1 ð 7 - 

Get your creative minds spinning!  

 

Submit your  design by Tuesday, June 1, 

2010.  Your drawing must be on an 8 1/2  x 11 

sheet of paper, Black and White only, Do 

not color, Your name must be put on the 

back of your drawing.  

 

The winner will be chosen at our last PTO 

meeting, June 10, 2010.  There will be  

three finalists:  

 

3rd  Place -  $10 Borders Gift Card  

2nd Place - $20 Borders Gift Card  

1st  Place - $30 Borders Gift Card  

 

Winnersõ drawings will be placed on the 

2010-2011 school directory as follows:  

 

1st  place - front cover  

2nd place - back cover 

3rd  place - inside back cover  

 

Good Luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL  

                  
 

Come join the fun on Monday, June 7th 

from 5:30 to 7:00 at the St. Clare parking 

lot.  Lots of fun, games, prizes, face 

painting, ice cream.    

 

Donna Schmitt  

Ice Cream Social Chair  

 

 

 

HOLY FRIJOLES !!  

La Cina Night Again! 

Tuesday, May 25 th  

 4:00 to 9:30 pm  

 

                   
 

 

La Cina Night  

17201 Mack Avenue, Detroit  

(313) 881-8226  

 

Donõt forget to mention youõre from St. 

Clare.   See you there or be square!  
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National Junior Ho nor Society 

News 

                        
The National Junior Honor Society is 

finished meeting for the year, but we will be 

starting up again next year with our current 

seventh graders leading the club.  Our 

nineteen eight graders will be moving on to 

various high schools and we wish them all luck 

and know they will do well.  We would like to 

thank you all for your participation in our 

various events throughout the year.  

 

We began this year with a collection of 

gently used winter wear for the Matrix 

Center , an organization for the homeless and 

those in need.  As a school, we collected over 

500 items!  A few members of our society 

visited the shelter to distribute the items.  

 

In February we inducted six seventh graders 

into our honor society during a lovely 

ceremony that included speeches from our 

current members, forensic performances, 

and songs.  

 

Our four officers had the opportunity to 

attend a special mass with the Archbishop, 

along with our student council and 

representatives from other area schools, as  

a part of our Catholic schools week activities.  

 

Our efforts to make our school greener in 

partnership with the Green Club opened up 

many new opportunities to learn about our 

Earth and how we affect it, from our poster 

contest and zero waste week to our visitor 

Lauren Cooper from the local recycling 

company Recycle Here.  

 

Our collection for Heifer International will 

help us lift a community out of poverty as we 

donate a livestock animal to a family in need.  

 

Over the course of the year, our members 

have also been active helping out with honors 

assemblies, the Turkey Trot, Field Day, and 

numerous other tasks and projects when 

needed. 

 

We thank you again for your participation 

and support of these many activities, and we 

wish you a safe and happy summer!  

 

Addison Mauck  

NJHS Secretary  

 

 

 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR!!!!  
 

                        
                 

Nathaniel Hicks, Kindergartener, 

nominated Mrs. Monastersky as Teacher of 

the Week in the Grosse Pointe News on 

May 7, 2010.    

 

She was nominated because she is a 

fantastic teacher and because the school is 

so outstanding and diverse.    

 

Kudos to Mrs. Monastersky !! 
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COMPUTER CLASS 

(K and 6 - 8)  

 

 

 

 

The Kindergarteners have made a lot of 

progress this year. Recently they learned a 

number of word processing comm ands. 

They now know how to open and save a file, 

type upper case letters using the Shift key 

and change font colors. In doing so, they 

also learned where the letters are on the 

keyboard and practiced spelling color 

words. 

 

Sixth Graders took photos of each  other, 

then edited their pictures and created 

Power Point slides about themselves. They 

will finish their unit on robotics by drawing 

and writing about a robot of their 

imagination. This lesson will also 

incorporate a number of Word skills.  

 

Seventh Grade rs used various federal and 

state government websites to answer 

questions on a worksheet and then 

complete analogies comparing government 

today with the 1700s. They will finish up 

the year using tables in both Word and 

Excel. 

 

Eighth Graders successfully f inished their 

research paper Power Point presentations, 

which they delivered to their classmates. 

Each student is now planning a ògraduation 

partyó spreadsheet in Excel where he/she 

will have to list, calculate and chart the 

costs of the òparty.ó  

 

Mrs. M. J. Franzinger  

 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS !! 

 

                         
 

Kindergarten has just experienced a 

fantastic St. Clare Fun -Day! I want to 

thank all of the parents who helped Ms. 

Sue and me. We could not have managed 

without your help.  

  

We have been ver y busy during the month 

of May making preparations for the end of 

the school year. We have experienced a 

tremendous year of growth as St. Clare 

students. Our "Last -Day Celebration", on 

June 4th will be a very special program for 

our "Grown-Ups". We will sh are some of our 

Kindergarten songs and activities!  

  

Have a wonderful summer -- reading, writing 

and counting! 

  

Mrs. Monastersky  
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FIRST GRADE NEWS  

                  
First grade is almost over and we are 

remembering all we learned and the fun we 

had together.  

 

The following is what the first graders told 

me about their year in first grade.   

 

We had center time in the afternoons and 

we did puzzles, played math and phonics 

games and did an art project.  We really 

loved when we painted.   

 

We started each day by writing in our 

journals and now we write in sentences and 

use capitals.  We learned we should òstick 

to the topicó.   Weõve read a lot of books 

and now weõre all good readers.  Sometimes 

we read informationa l stories.  Sometimes 

we read silly stories.  We like both kinds of 

stories. In math we counted money, learned 

words like òsymmetryó and òperimeteró.  

Now we are adding and subtracting double 

digits with regrouping!  We are amazed we 

can do this.  

 

In scie nce, we studied the life cycle of the 

butterfly, but we learned other things too.  

We learned about basic needs of living 

things, camouflage, liquids, solids, gasses, 

our senses, and magnets.  We sang songs 

about these things and read poems.  

Science was great.  

 

We learned about the time Jesus was born, 

and when He died on the cross and when He 

rose.  We try to follow Jesus, to be like 

Him, and to love Him, and pray.  We felt 

excited when it was time for us to do the 

readings and prayers at Mass, but then 

school was cancelled and we didnõt get our 

turn.  We were so excited when we finally 

did get our turn.  

 

Gym was one of our favorite places to go.  

We all liked Game Day when we played with 

the seventh graders.  Chloe loved writing 

stories, and so did James.   Reyes enjoyed 

computer class.  Esha liked to read 

òNational Geographicó magazines.  Miles 

and Danny really loved math class.  Elena 

was so good at puzzles.  Robert liked to 

build with the legos.  Frannie liked to write 

stories like Chloe and James, but s he also 

loved art class.  James enjoyed everything, 

and Nicholas canõt decide, but we all know 

he loved to read!  

 

We had a good time in first grade.  We 

loved it.  Mrs. Thompson says we are ready 

for second grade!   

 

Mrs. Donna Thompson 
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      SECOND GRADE NEWS  

                               
 

I would like to congratulate the following 

second graders for making their First 

Eucharist on April 25:  

Lydia Capaldi, Lauren Colina, David Cook, 

Christopher Lujan, Mateo Manriquez, Ny a 

Pernell, Ashton Pongratz, Alyssa Schanta, 

Kimora Worthy and Juan Willis.   It was a 

beautiful day and the start of a beautiful 

lifetime with Christ!  

  

Second graders have also been busy 

learning three -digit addition and 

subtraction with trades in Math; ma king 

flags which symbolize what second graders 

stand for in Social Studies; and studying 

the solar system in Science.   The children 

are doing projects about the planets, sun 

and moon and are starting to prepare for 

our end-of -the -year program "The Celestia l 

Celebration".   My students, of course,  are 

also excited about our class picnic in June 

and our last get -together with our 8th 

Grade Buddies before their graduation.  

  

It's been a full year!   I wish all the St. 

Clare children and their families a safe and  

relaxing summer vacation!  

 

Mrs. Kuzak 

 

 

 

THIRD  GRADE NEWS  

                                  
 

It is hard to believe that we only have a 

few weeks until the children become 4 th  

graders! They have worked very hard this 

year learning cursive writing, parts o f 

speech, new vocabulary words, 

multiplication, and long division. The use of 

a planner is one area where they will 

continue to increase their proficiency. The 

children have grown, matured, and become 

a little more independent each day.  

 

It has been a ple asure to watch them 

develop and change throughout the year! 

Their progress, although sometimes slow, 

has always been steady. I am proud of 

their efforts and accomplishments!  

 

In June, we will celebrate our 

accomplishments at our year -end picnic! It 

will be  a day of fun that has been earned 

by their hard work! Thank you so much for 

sharing your children with me this year!  

 
Mrs. Pawlowski 
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FOURTH GRADE NEWS  
                               

 

 
 

St. Clare's Fourth Graders are winding 

down the school year, but we are still very 

busy. 

 

We are reading the BFG,(Big Friendly 

Giant), and doing different activities as we 

read along.  The students are enjoying 

learning the language of the giants.   In 

English we are doing some creative writing 

and writing a pe rsuasive essay.  We are also 

doing a combo activity with Science.   We 

are doing a research paper on an animal of 

our choice and for science constructing its 

habitat in a shadow box with our animal 

inside. 

 

After visiting Lansing earlier this month, 

the fou rth grade is now learning about our 

respondsibilities and rights as Michigan and 

U.S. citizens as a follow -up to this 

wonderful trip.  

 

Math class will take us outside and around 

the building as we begin our Geometry 

unit.   We will be drawing with chalk on the 

blacktop and investigating the different 

shapes around our campus. 

 

We continue to study the Ten 

Commandments and strive to put them into 

practice.  

 

 

REMINDERS ; 

May 24th -Reading project presentations on 

the theme American Snapshots.  

ɷJune 1st -A/R Deadline  

ɷJune 2nd - Animal Project due  

ɷJune 10th -3rd/4th grade Picnic   (Watch 

for letter coming soon.)  

  

It has been a pleasure working with you and 

your children.  

 

Have a safe and healthy summer,  

Mrs. Deluge and Mrs. Pesta  

 

 

 

5 th  & 6 th  GRADE NEWS  

                          
Greetings from the fifth and sixth grade! 

The A.R. deadline is June 1 st  and 11 points 

are needed. The fifth and sixth grades are 

busy working on their research papers. In 

religion, the fifth grade is finishing 

learning about Holy Orders. That 

completes the seven sacraments of the 

church. Sixth grade has moved out of the 

Old Testament and is now learning about 

Jesus and his Earthly ministry.  

 

Remember, that the 5 th /6 th  grade picnic is 

on June 9 th . We are still in need of ma le 

chaperones for camp.  

 

Mr. Fisher & Ms. Knaus  
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7 th  AND 8 th  GRADE NEWS  

 

                                
Ms. Lo Vasco announced the school winners 

of the Farm Bureau Insurance Company - 

òMy Personal Michigan Heroó essay contest, 

at the school mass on Ma y 19th . In first 

place, Carolyn Ridella; second place, 

Matthew Thomas; and third place, Alana 

Hubbell. Congratulations!  

 

The eighth grade class trip to Chicago is 

scheduled for May 26 th  and 27 th . They will 

attend dinner and a show at Medieval 

Times, see th e The Blue Man Group, visit 

the Shedd Aquarium and Adler Planetarium, 

shop at Navy Pier, and take a speedboat 

ride on Lake Michigan. On their return, 

they will take their final exams, and 

graduate on June 4 th . Congratulations, and 

best wishes, to the gradu ating class of 

2010!  

 

The 7 th  grade stands ready to receive the 

torch, and carry on the duties of the 

leaders of St. Clare of Montefalco School! 

The students are looking forward to a well 

deserved, fun filled, summer vacation 

before returning to school in  the fall!  

 

Peace be with all of you,  

Cathleen Hy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER QUOTE CORNER  
 

Tank tops, flip flops  

Lemonade, in the shade , 

Blue skies, hot days,  

Late night water fights  

Ice cream, sweet dreams,  

Bathing suits, shooting hoops,  

Party time, schoolõs out, 

Sleeping in, and hanging out,  

Summerõs coming 

Let the sunshine begin!  

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


